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FIRE SAFETY AT WORK



FDS Ltd overview

Fire Risk Assessments
Management and maintenance of passive fire safety systems
Fire Surveys and remedial work
Fire Consultancy
All things fire…



SEMINAR TOPICS
• Fire Law
• Building sign off
• Fire risk assessments
• Fire risk assessment ‘Action Plan’
• Compartmentation
• Life Safety Vs Property Protection
• Q & A?



FIRE LAW

•Guernsey Fire Law
•UK Fire Law
•Who is the responsible person?



Controlled Premises: 
Commercial, residential, businesses, etc

1. Means of escape in case of fire
2. Ensuring means of escape can be safely 

and effectively used at all times
3. Means for fighting fire
4. Means for giving warning in case of fire

Changes to the Guernsey Fire Law in the 
future….

FIRE SERVICES (GUERNSEY) LAW 1989



UK FIRE LAW 
(RRO)

A written fire risk 
assessment for every 
(non-domestic) building 
if your business has 5 
or more people



WHO IS THE RESPONSIBLE PERSON?
• an employer
• the owner
• the landlord
• an occupier
• anyone else with control of the premises, for example a facilities manager, building 

manager, managing agent or risk assessor

You’re known as the ‘responsible person’. If there’s more than one responsible 
person, you have to work together to meet your responsibilities.



BUILDING SIGN OFF

• What is it?
• What does it mean?
• Does it protect me?



BUILDING SIGN OFF
WHAT IS IT?

A completion certificate is proof that the 
building work has been carried out in 
accordance with Building Regulations and 
therefore, as far as can be reasonably 
determined, is built to certain standards.



BUILDING SIGN OFF
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Locally.….
It is hereby certified that the building work, described above, have 
been inspected and as far as can be ascertained from a visual 
inspection, the relevant requirements of Schedule 1 to the Regulations 
have been satisfied.

Nationally….
….as far as can be reasonably determined
….in so far as it is reasonable to determine



BUILDING SIGN OFF
DOES IT PROTECT ME?
• On completion of the works the client 

takes possession of the works and at 
that point becomes responsible for any 
damage to or loss of the works.

• It therefore becomes the client’s 
responsibility to secure and insure the 
works to cover the risk of such loss or 
damage.





GRENFELL EFFECT
• Post Grenfell – Dame Judith Hackitt worked to produce 

‘Building a Safer Future’
• Made 53 recommendations affecting all sectors of 

construction industry and Government has accepted all 
of the recommendations

• Building Safety Bill and Fire Safety Bill
• Biggest improvements to building safety in nearly 40 

years
• New National Building Safety Regulator under HSE 

created



FIRE RISK ASSESSMENTS

• What are they?
• Where are they required?
• Who can carry one out?
• Why the rise in FRA’s?



WHAT IS A FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT?

• Templates and standards
• Areas covered



WHERE ARE FRA’S REQUIRED?

• All commercial premises and the communal areas of residential 
premises

• Current legislation
• Future legislation



WHO CAN CARRY 
OUT AN FRA?

• Who can carry one out? 
Qualifications? 

• Professional Registration 
schemes



WHY THE RISE IN FRA’S IN GUERNSEY?

• Insurance requirements
• Industry best practice
• Risk management/reduction
• Grenfell effect



• What is it
• Why do I need to take action
• What to do next

FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT 
ACTION PLAN



FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN

A suitable risk-based 
control plan should 
involve effort and 

urgency that is 
proportionate to 

risk.



FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN
WHY DO I NEED TO TAKE ACTION

• To ensure the fire precautions are adequate for the building

• To ensure compliance under the Fire Law

• Annually review your fire risk assessment to ensure an audit trail that 
demonstrates to the enforcing authority, ongoing control of fire safety



FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN
WHAT TO DO NEXT

• In house actions
• On-going maintenance of life safety systems
• Specialist and contractor work



COMPARTMENTATION 
WHAT IS IT?



ELEMENTS OF 
COMPARTMENTATION



THE 
HISTORIC 

ISSUE







FIRE STOPPING





WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FRA’S 
AND COMPARTMENTATION SURVEYS?



LIFE SAFETY VS PROPERTY 
PROTECTION

Alongside the obvious 
risk to life, a fire can 
have a prolonged impact 
on a business resulting 
from factors including 
loss of income, damaged 
equipment and stock, 
and many others. The 
harsh reality is that some 
companies may not 
recover from a major 
fire.

Sales and dilaps



CONCLUSION

• Fire management plan
• Fire risk assessment
• Action plan
• Compartmentation 
• Life safety and property protection



Q & A

Web: www.fds.gg
Email: support@fds.gg
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